budislav vukas 4 V. Ibler, Rječnik međunarodnog javnog prava, at 285 (2nd ed. 1987) . 5 On the historical development of the principle of self-determination see: B. Vukas, States, Peoples and Minorities, 231 Recueil des cours, Academy of International Law 263, at 364-369 (1999) . when these states were exterminating the indigenous populations and establishing colonies. Th e real attitude of the leaders in these countries, oft en mentioned as the beginning of the theory and practice of "the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples", was exactly the opposite of the essence of this principle and the way in which it ought to be promoted in humankind, without discrimination among individuals and peoples. Th ey considered this principle applicable only to "civilized peoples". 4 I will avoid even the fi nal period of World War I, when the victors imposed the principle of national self-determination as the basis for the liberation of some peoples from the defeated states in Central and Eastern Europe. However, the Great Powers had no intention of applying this principle to their own colonial possessions.
5
B. The United Nations Charter I. Th e short text (111 articles) of the 65-year-old world constitution contains two provisions mentioning the principle of "equal rights and self-determination of peoples". First, in Article 1, para. 2, as one of "the purposes of the United Nations" it was decided: "To develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen universal peace". Th e second reference to self-determination is to be found in Article 55, where "the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples" is listed as one of the means of "the creation of conditions of stability and well-being which are necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among nations", which "the United Nations shall promote".
II. Th e rights of peoples, including self-determination, were mentioned in the meetings of the representatives of the major Allied Powers during World War II. Th us, this principle was announced in the "Atlantic Charter", adopted on 19 August 1941 by the President of the United States, F.D. Roosevelt, and the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, W. Churchill. However, the interests and opinions of the
